WORK     AMONG    THE    POOR
who lived in squalor he had never known before. The first
time he spoke, in the surprised way he did when he was
shocked,, he pointed to a young man of perhaps twenty years
and said, "That man. has no shirt under his coat."
The Prince went from the dismal soup kitchen to a Toe H
party, but his depression stayed with him. In the little ad-
joining room he walked up and down, pressing his hands
together and saying, "What can I do? What can be done?"
His social conscience was awakened and the most powerful
theme of his early life had begun.
The Prince returned to London, and complained that sym-
pathy was not enough. From this time, all his other interests
took second place. He hammered on every door for help,
and, as patron of the Lord Mayor's fund for distressed miners,
he asked that he might be allowed to go to the mining areas,
so that he could see for himself how the money was being
used. The Prince had appealed for money for the miners on
Christmas night: the story of the effect of this plea made over
the wireless is best told in a speech which was made by Mr.
Cook, who had led the strike in 1926. "You sir," said Mr.
Cook, "have done a marvellous thing. Never was I so im-
pressed as by your speech on Christmas night." The Labour
leader who had once cried "Revolutions will come" and who
had been described by Lord Snowden, as a "raving wrecker/'
went on, addressing the Prince: "I was with two Communist
friends, and when your name was announced to speak on
behalf of the Miners9 Fund they undoubtedly scoffed. But
they listened to what you had to say, and when you finished,
with tears in their eyes, they put their hands in their pockets
and gave what money they had on them to the fund/*
In case one's English pride should lead one into a narrow
view of the Prince's service in going to the mining areas, it
might be well to turn to the columns of an American news-
paper for an account of the strange pilgrimage of March,
1929. Mr. G. Patrick Thompson wrote in the New York
Tribune:
"Curtis Bennett, a big man with a direct way about
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